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This book examines the social construction of legal relations 
between people and things in Brazil during the 19th century 
through the analysis of court cases discussing dominion and 
possession over slaves and land. The chapters address topics 
such as the role of social recognition in situations of posses-
sion, the process of delegitimizing acts of land usage from 
indigenous peoples, dependent persons and women, and 
the widespread illegal acquisition of slaves and land.

Mariana Dias Paes is Research Group Leader at the Max 
Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory as 
well as at the ‘Beyond Slavery and Freedom’ Cluster of 
Excellence (Bonn). Her research focuses on the history 
of law, slavery, dependency relations and ownership 
in Brazil and Angola during the nineteenth century.
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