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The numerous editions and early translations produced 
throughout the eighteenth century enabled the broad 
dissemination of Emer de Vattel’s juridical-political work 
Droit des gens. This book investigates the global impact 
of the Droit des gens with regard to the different politi-
cal realities, the historical and legal contexts as well as 
the attempts, mechanisms and strategies used to put 
these ideas into practice and establish new doctrine 
between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Elisabetta Fiocchi Malaspina is Assistant Professor of 
Legal History at the Law Faculty of the University of Zurich 
(Switzerland). Her main research fields are the history 
of international law, the circulation of natural law and 
law of nations theories in the 18th and 19th centuries.
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